
St. John’s Cathedral 

Vestry Meeting Minutes 

September 17, 2015 

 

 

Members Present:            

John Adams, Bonnie Hardman, Joe O’Shields, Martha Cox, Robert Hyde, Tommy Donahoo, Jim Jamison, 

Charles Winney, Bill Erwin, Don Lester, Faye Wisner 

 

Members Absent: 

Ginny Myrick, Ryan Uitti, Hud Berrey, Steve Busey 

 

Quorum: 

Yes 

 

Clergy/Staff Present: 

Kate Moorehead, David Erickson, Meredith Cataland, Tina Hutcheson 

 

Clerk: 

Tina Hutcheson 

 

Devotional: 

Devotion regarding stewardship, led by Faye Wisner  

 

Moment of Gratitude: 

Faye Wisner thanked Meredith Cataland for the pledge form being easy to use.  Fr. David also thanked 

Meredith and Gloria Miller for their work on the pledge drive.  Bonnie Hardman thanked Sue Engemann for 

her work on Rally Day.  Tommy Donahoo thanked Tim Engemann for the AC repair.  Charles Winney thanked 

all those who worked on Rally Day, especially the food preparation and Kirk Altman and the Boy Scouts.  

Martha Cox congratulated the new youth council.  Dean Kate and Fr. David thanked Chris and Colleen Haley 

for hosting a get-together for young families. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Don Lester offered two amendments to the draft of the minutes from August 20 which were incorporated into 

the official minutes. 

The minutes were unanimously approved as amended.  

 

Nominating Committee: 

Bill Erwin noted that five people roll off of Vestry this year - Jim Jamison, Tommy Donahoo, Hud Berrey, 

Bonnie Hardman and Ryan Uitti.  He stressed the importance of member consideration and selection and 

asked everyone to email their thoughts and suggestions in order to have the committee in place by next 

Vestry meeting.  Dean Kate also added the importance of considering individual gifts and talents that would be 

especially effective. 

 

 



Finance Report: 

Charles Winney explained the preservation fund.  He also reported that the auditors have finished their field 

work and were working on their report and that they want to meet with the finance committee, dean and 

senior wardens in the next two weeks and should have their report by end of September or early October. 

 

Meredith Cataland explained the finance report and commented on revenues and expenses, month-to-date 

and year-to-date.  Charles explained the comparison between this year and last year.  Martha Cox 

commended Meredith on the report being understandable and offered helpful suggestions.  There was further 

discussion regarding expenses related to maintenance of church properties. 

 

Reports from Leadership Councils: 

Campus and Facilities: 

Don Lester recognized Tim Engemann for his work on the AC.  He also reported on the audio/visual upgrades 

in Taliaferro.  He expects to bring an update in October.  The progress on the Rotchford house was explained 

and also the lighting project on the vacant lot.  Don also presented the progress on the traffic rerouting 

project around the Cathedral and also the continued effort to bring awareness to the district.  He also 

reported on the restoration of the bells which were scheduled to be removed the following Thursday.  Martha 

Cox offered a spelling correction to Sherry McGill’s name as reflected in the report.  The last name should be 

M-A-G-I-L-L. 

 

Worship, Music and Arts: 

Faye Wisner reported that they have 12 people in the group and had a very lengthy discussion, and they have 

their vision and their scripture.  The number one goal was to get survey results, review them and make sure 

everyone is included.  Regarding a gerontology service, she also announced that Father Raja is going to have 

Eucharist on Sundays now at Cathedral Care. 

 

Parish Life: 

Bonnie Hardman stated that they are delighted to have Martha Cox as part of their Vestry team.  She reported 

that Rally Day produced 26 people who signed up for new foyer groups.  She explained that there would be a 

get-together to assign groups and get them going.  She also reported that there were 16 people who signed up 

for the chess group, nine adults and seven children.  Bonnie announced that Sally Ferris agreed to coordinate 

Sunday coffee hour.  She also encouraged each council to consider signing up to host coffee hour.  There was 

also discussion regarding the progress of the Shepherds program. 

 

Christian Formation: 

Joe O’Shields reported that they’ve had one meeting since the last Vestry meeting and were blessed to have 

Fr. David present.  The next meeting is scheduled for October 4th.  He discussed getting together programs for 

children, youth and adults.  He recognized Dean Kate, Fr. Carl and Fr. David for the work they’ve done.  He also 

reported on the evening classes available. 

 

Service and Outreach: 

Jim Jamison announced that Ryan Uitti has joined this council.  He reported that he and Dean Kate had lunch 

with a group from India regarding their programs in India.  He also explained that he has spoken with Jacob 

Gordon of Downtown Vision, Inc. regarding their assessment, and that Mr. Gordon would like to make a 

presentation to this council for next year’s budget. 



 

Stewardship and Development: 

Tommy Donahoo reported that they had their meeting earlier in the day and that it was a very good meeting 

with everyone engaged.  He explained that there is much work to do gathering historic information on 

families, donors, gifts, etc.  He stated that Fr. David has been participating and bringing a great deal of energy.  

Meredith also noted the classes and events going on related to the pledge season which were to start the 

following Sunday.  She described the brick wall and how it will be used in each service.  She also noted the 

Visioning Forum held on September 27th.  She described extensive efforts related to the pledge season.  Bill 

Erwin and Dean Kate applauded the work that has gone into the pledge season.  Tommy Donahoo also 

referenced a graph from St. Philip’s provided to him by Fr. David as an illustration of what they’ve done 

regarding endowments.   

 

Clergy Report: 

Dean Kate announced that Fr. David is really getting on board quickly.  Fr. David reported that he will be 

attending courses and meetings related to building relationships and fundraising.  He credited David Rocchio 

of St. Philip’s Cathedral in Atlanta with giving him direction on these topics and expressed his excitement 

about these opportunities.  Dean Kate and Fr. David also reported on the get-together for young families 

hosted by Chris and Colleen Haley. 

 

Dean Kate encouraged the Vestry members to make their pledges and explained how she will handle the brick 

wall illustration in each service.  She further discussed the theme of the pledge season.  She also reminded the 

Vestry that the Consortium of Endowed Parishes is in Denver in February.  John Adams recognized Lily 

Zabaneh for receiving award for her work in Egypt and her involvement with the disadvantaged and disabled.  

Faye suggested a link about Lily on the Cathedral Facebook page.  Bonnie inquired about refugee assistance 

and Dean Kate advised that she has been in touch with the Salam Club and expects information soon about 

what the Cathedral can do to help.  Martha Cox also asked about the status of Fr. Raja’s visa.  Dean Kate 

reported that it is still in process and that the attorney advises to be patient. 

 

The meeting was closed in prayer. 

 

 

Minutes Submitted by:  Tina Hutcheson  


