
THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 

December 27, 2015   -   11 a.m. 

A joyous and warm welcome to our visitors and guests. Please know how happy our Cathedral community is to have you 
worship with us. We’d love to know our guests, so please fill out a visitor card and drop it in the offering plate as it comes by.  

Voluntary                       Chorale Prelude on Greensleeves                  Alec Rowley 

Introit                             Jesu, the very thought of Thee      Edward C. Bairstow 

Jesu, the very thought of Thee is so very sweet, and with sweetness fills my 
breast: but sweeter far Thy face to see, and in Thy Presence rest. 

In Procession, Hymn 435    “At the Name of Jesus”                     King’s Weston 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People     And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hymn 96                      “Angels we have heard on high”                           Gloria 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

The Celebrant continues 

Shed upon your Church, O Lord, the brightness of your light, that we, being 
illumined by the teaching of your apostle and evangelist John, may so walk in 
the light of your truth, that at length we may attain to the fullness of eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The People are seated.  

The Epistle                                                                                     1 John 1:1-9 

Lector  A Reading from the first letter of John. 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, 
concerning the word of life-- this life was revealed, and we have seen it and 
testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was 
revealed to us-- we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also 
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and 
with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be 
complete. This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, 
that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have 
fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what 
is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we 
say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

A period of silence for reflection follows the reading. 

 

 

 

 

The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have delivered us 
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought 
us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the 
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

The Celebrant and People sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Celebrant continues. 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;  
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new  
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all 
things in the subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country 
where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons 
and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

The Celebrant and People say together 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept.  The Celebrant and People sing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Celebrant continues 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  (Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died and is raised  for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving.) 

The Lord’s Table is open to all. Baptized persons are welcome to receive communion. Unbaptized persons are invited to the 
altar to receive a blessing.  To signify that you do not desire communion, please cross your arms over your chest, and a priest 
will administer a blessing. You are also invited to receive prayers and anointing with holy oil in one of our transept chapels 
(Ascension to the south, and Holy Communion to the north) where anointers wait to pray with you.   

Music at Communion  

Organ                 Chorale Prelude on O Hail this Brightest Day of Days    J. S. Bach 

Hymn 115                                 “What child is this”                             Greensleves 

Motet                                          Ecce concipies                              Jacob Handl 

Ecce concipies et paries filium, et vocabis nomen ejus Jesum. 
Behold, thou shalt conceive and bear a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus. 

Hic erit magnus, et filius Altissimi vocabitur. 
He shall be great and shall be called the son of the Most High. 

Super solium David et super regnum 
ejus sedebit et regnabit in domo Jacob in aeternum 

et regni ejus non erit finis. 
He shall sit upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom 

and he shall reign in the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 

The Sending of Lay Eucharistic Visitors 

Following communion, Eucharistic Visitors to our homebound members may be sent forth with the following prayer. 

Celebrant In the name of St. John’s Cathedral, I send you forth bearing  
  these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in 
  the communion of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
People  We who are many are one body because we all share one bread, 
  one cup. 

The Postcommunion Prayer  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in 
peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing 

The Celebrant blesses the people 

In Procession, Hymn 109 
                                      “The first Nowell the angel did say”       The First Nowell 

The Dismissal 

          Alleluia, alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

Voluntary                               In Thee is Gladness                               J. S. Bach 

+  +  + 

The flowers in Cummings Chapel and at the High Altar are given to the glory of God 
and in thanksgiving for the baptism of Graelyn Irene Phipps-Poe. 

+  +  + 

Cathedral docents stand ready at the baptismal font following the service for  
guided tours of the Cathedral. Please look for the docents in the purple robes and join them. 



The Psalm is read in unison. 

Psalm 92:1-4, 11-14 

It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, * 
 and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High; 

To tell of your loving-kindness early in the morning * 
 and of your faithfulness in the night season; 

On the psaltery, and on the lyre, * 
 and to the melody of the harp. 

For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; * 
 and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands. 

The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, * 
 and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 

Those who are planted in the house of the LORD * 
 shall flourish in the courts of our God; 

They shall still bear fruit in old age; * 
 they shall be green and succulent; 

That they may show how upright the LORD is, * 
 my Rock, in whom there is no fault.  

A period of silence for reflection follows the reading. 

The People stand. 

Hymn 93                   “Angels, from the realms of glory”                Regent Square 

The Gospel                                                                                      John 1:1-18 

Gospeler  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 
in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from 
God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that 
all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet 
the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people 
did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the 
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh 
and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only 
son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of 
whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before 
me.'") From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one 
has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, 
who has made him known. 

Gospeler  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The People are seated. 

The Sermon                                             The Reverend Canon David Erickson 

A period of silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

The People stand. 

The Nicene Creed 

The Celebrant and People say 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

The Prayers of the People  
All remain standing as able. 

In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud. 

I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world.  We pray especially 
for the people of the Middle East.  We pray for the Church in Jerusalem.  Pray 
for peace. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in 
prison.  Pray for those in any need or trouble. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God.  Pray that they may find and be found 
by God. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the departed.  Pray for those who have died. 

Silence 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.  
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 

Silence 

The Celebrant concludes the prayers. 

The Confession of Sin 

The People kneel. 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence 

Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

 

 

The Peace 

The People stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
The Clergy and People greet each other in the name of the Lord. 

Welcome and Announcements 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The Offertory                     The Cherry Tree Carol               English Traditional 
                                                                                           Arr. David Willcocks 

Joseph was an old man, and an old man was he, 
When he married Mary in the land of Galilee. 

And as they were walking through an orchard so good, 
Where were cherries and berries as red as any blood. 

O then bespoke Mary, with words both meek and mild, 
‘Pluck me one cherry, Joseph; for that I am with child.’ 

‘Go to the tree then, Mary, and it shall bow to thee; 
And you shall gather cherries by one, by two, by three.’ 

Then bowed down the highest tree unto our Lady’s hand; 
‘See,’ Mary cried, ‘see Joseph, I have cherries at command.’ 

‘O eat your cherries, Mary, o eat your cherries now; 
O eat your cherries, Mary, that grow upon the bough.’ 

Then Mary plucked a cherry, as red as any blood, 
Then Mary went she homewards all with her heavy load. 

As the Altar is prepared for Communion, representatives of the congregation collect the offerings of the People.  The people 
stand when the offerings are brought forward and placed on the Altar. 

Hymn 380, stanza 3   “Praise God, from whom all blessings flow”     Old 100th 

The Great Thanksgiving                             Eucharist Prayer B, BCP Page 367 

The People stand. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

The Celebrant continues 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the 
mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the 
Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, 
and receive power to become your children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 

The Celebrant and People sing                     Hymnal S-124                                 David Hurd 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

The People stand or kneel. 

 

 


