
THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 

January 3, 2016   -   9 a.m. 

A joyous and warm welcome to our visitors and guests. Please know how happy our Cathedral community is to have you 
worship with us. We’d love to know our guests, so please fill out a visitor card and drop it in the offering plate as it comes by.  

Welcome 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People     And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Children age four through third grade follow the Cross in procession to Children’s Chapel in Cummings Chapel.  The children 
rejoin their families at the Peace. 

In Procession, Celebration Hymnal 290   “As with Gladness Men of Old” 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

The Celebrant continues 

O God, who didst wonderfully create, and yet more wonderfully restore, the 
dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who 
humbled himself to share our humanity, thy Son Jesus Christ; who liveth and 
reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

The People are seated.  

The Epistle                                                                   Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a 

Lector  A Reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in 
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him 
in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, 
according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that 
he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. I have heard of your faith in the Lord 
Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to 
give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart 
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what 
are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

A period of silence for reflection follows the reading. 

The Psalm is read in unison. 

Psalm 84:1-8 

How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! * 
 My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 
 my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

The sparrow has found her a house 
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
 by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 
 

The People stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues. 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the 
power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with 
favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, 
Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread 
with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the 
poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his 
call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross 
the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the 
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took 
bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, 
gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, 
crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of 
bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these 
gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over 
the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for 
the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints, 
from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet 
prepared from the foundation of the world. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to 
you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

The Celebrant and People say together 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept.   

Celebrant God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us. 
People  Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb. 

 The Celebrant continues 

The gifts of God for the People of God. (Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.) 

The Lord’s Table is open to all. Baptized persons are welcome to receive communion. Unbaptized persons are invited to the 
altar to receive a blessing.  To signify that you do not desire communion, please cross your arms over your chest, and a priest 
will administer a blessing. You are also invited to receive prayers and anointing with holy oil in one of our transept chapels 
(Ascension to the south, and Holy Communion to the north) where anointers wait to pray with you.   

Music at Communion  

Celebration Hymnal 291             “O Sing a Song of Bethlehem” 
Celebration Hymnal 279             “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 

The Sending of Lay Eucharistic Visitors 

Following communion, Eucharistic Visitors to our homebound members may be sent forth with the following prayer. 

Celebrant In the name of St. John’s Cathedral, I send you forth bearing  
  these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in 
  the communion of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
People  We who are many are one body because we all share one bread, 
  one cup. 

 

 

The Postcommunion Prayer  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in 
peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing 

The Celebrant blesses the people 

In Procession, Celebration Hymnal 278   “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

The Dismissal 

 Alleluia, alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

+  +  + 

The flowers in Cummings Chapel and at the High Altar are given to the glory of God. 



Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
 they will always be praising you. 

Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
 whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 
 for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

They will climb from height to height, * 
 and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
 hearken, O God of Jacob. 

Behold our defender, O God; * 
 and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

A period of silence for reflection follows the reading. 

The People stand. 

The Gospel                                                                                    Luke 2:41-52 

Gospeler  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem every year for the festival of the 
Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the 
festival. When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus 
stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he 
was in the group of travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they started to 
look for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, 
they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in 
the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 
answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said 
to him, "Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have 
been searching for you in great anxiety." He said to them, "Why were you 
searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?" But 
they did not understand what he said to them. Then he went down with them 
and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these 
things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine 
and human favor. 

Gospeler  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The People are seated. 

The Sermon                                              The Very Reverend Kate Moorehead 

A period of silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

The People stand. 

The Nicene Creed 

The Celebrant and People say 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 

glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

The Prayers of the People  

All remain standing as able. 

In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud. 

I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world.  We pray especially 
for the people of the Middle East.  We pray for the Church in Jerusalem.  Pray 
for peace. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in 
prison.  Pray for those in any need or trouble. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God.  Pray that they may find and be found 
by God. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the departed.  Pray for those who have died. 

Silence 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.  
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 

Silence 

The Celebrant concludes the prayers. 

The Peace 

The People stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

The Clergy and People greet each other in the name of the Lord. 

Announcements 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The Offertory                         The Three Kings                         Peter Cornelius 

Three Kings from Persian lands afar  
To Jordan follow the pointing star:  

And this the quest of the travellers three,  
Where the new-born King of the Jews may be.  

Full royal gifts they bear for the King;  
Gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 

How brightly shines the morning star!  
With grace and truth from heaven afar  

Our Jesse tree now bloweth.  

The star shines out with a steadfast ray;  
The kings to Bethlehem make their way,  

And there in worship they bend the knee,  
As Mary’s child in her lap they see;  

Their royal gifts they show to the King;  
Gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 

Of Jacob’s stem and David’s line,  
For thee, my Bridegroom, King divine,  

My soul with love o’erfloweth. 

Thou child of man, lo, to Bethlehem  
The Kings are travelling, travel with them!  

The star of mercy, the star of grace,  
Shall lead thy heart to its resting place.  

Gold, incense, myrrh thou canst not bring;  
Offer thy heart to the infant King.  

Thy word, Jesu, Inly feeds us,  
Rightly leads us, Life bestowing.  

Praise, O praise such love o’erflowing. 
Keith Spence, baritone 

As the Altar is prepared for Communion, representatives of the congregation collect the offerings of the People.  The people 
stand when the offerings are brought forward and placed on the Altar. 

Celebration Hymnal 271              “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You” 

The Great Thanksgiving 
The Celebrant and people say 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

The Celebrant continues 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life 
abundant. From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved 
over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, 
winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and 
taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far 
away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time 
and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we 
join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, 
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 

Celebrant and people sing 

The Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


