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Welcome to St. John’s Cathedral!  We are so glad that you are here! 
  
You may notice that we are celebrating a special season right now. This season is called 
Advent.  The name comes from the Latin word adventus which means coming.  Since the year 496, 
the church has prepared for the Feast of Christmas with a season of waiting and of prayer.  As the 
days grow darker, the church begins the services of Advent by bringing light into the 
darkness.  Each week, we light one additional candle on the Advent wreath that stands next to the 
altar.  When the entire wreath is lit, it is time for the light of Christ to enter the world.   
  
While the rest of American culture has already launched into Christmas, we here at the Cathedral 
are preparing. We are waiting not just to celebrate the Christmas holiday, but we are waiting to see 
Jesus again.  All Christians wait for him, we long to see him face to face.   
  
Please know that we are so happy that you have joined us.  You bring us joy just by walking in the 
door.  No matter where you came from, no matter how you are dressed, no matter if you 
understand the worship or find it all new, you are welcome.  We believe that worship should be a 
beautiful and sacred time, a way to slow down the rush of our lives and to experience the peace of 
God. I hope that you feel God’s love this morning. 
  
If you have questions or you are in need of prayer, please come to one of the side altars during 
communion or come and find me or one of the priests after the service.  May God bless you. 
  
In Christ’s love, 
  
Kate+ 
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

Welcome 

On each of the four Sundays of Advent, a candle is lit on the Advent wreath as the light of Christ comes into the world. 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Celebrant Blessed be our God. 
People     Forever and ever. Amen. 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Children age four through fifth grade follow the Cross in procession to Children’s Chapel in Cummings Chapel.  The children rejoin their families at 
the Peace.  

In Procession, Celebration Hymnal 243   “Emmanuel” 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.   
Celebrant Let us pray. 

The Celebrant continues 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 
living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The People are seated. 

The Lesson                                                                                                     Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Lector  A Reading from the book of Jeremiah. 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days 
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be 
called: "The Lord is our righteousness." Lector   The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

A period of silence for reflection follows the reading. 

The People stand. 

Celebration Hymnal 245   “O Come, o come Emmanuel” (St. 1 & 2) 

The Gospel                                                                                                           Luke 21:25-36 

Gospeler   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
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People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and 
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 
Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when 
these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near." Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as 
they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, 
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell 
you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will not pass away. "Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed 
down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you 
unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be 
alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take 
place, and to stand before the Son of Man." 

Gospeler  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Celebration Hymnal 245   “O Come, o come Emmanuel” (St. 3 & 4) 

The People are seated. 

The Sermon                                                                       The Very Reverend Kate Moorehead 

A period of silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

The People stand. 

The Nicene Creed 

The Celebrant and People say 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People All remain standing as able. The Leader and People pray responsively 

Eternal God, in this season of Advent, awaken your whole Church to see our unity more than 
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what divides us; Give us strength and courage to find quiet moments to sit still and wait for you 
to come. Lord, we wait for you. 
Lord, come among us. 

We give you thanks for the gift of our lives, our loved ones and the coming of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus.   Lord, we wait for you. 
Lord, come among us. 

We ask your blessing on all who are sick, grieving, struggling with poverty or alone during the 
holidays. (We pray especially for…)   Lord, we wait for you. 
Lord, come among us. 

We ask you to bring peace to the world and to this our city, that we may respect and honor one 
another.   Lord, we wait for you. 
Lord, come among us. 

We ask you to help us learn to tell the truth of our stories so that other people may be drawn to 
you.   Lord, we wait for you. 
Lord, come among us. 

We ask you to welcome into your embrace those who we love who have died, that they may see 
you face to face. (We remember especially…)   Lord, we wait for you. 
Lord, come among us. 

The Celebrant concludes the prayers. 

The Confession of Sin 

The People kneel. 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence 

Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

The Peace 

The People stand. 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

The Clergy and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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Welcome and Announcements 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory                                           Love, Is Already Here                          Unknown 
                                                    God Gives Us His Special Son     Unknown 
                                                                                                                    St. John’s Junior Choristers and Children’s Chapel Friends 

As the Altar is prepared for Communion, representatives of the congregation collect the offerings of the People. The people stand when the 
offerings are brought forward and placed on the Altar. 

Celebration Hymnal 244        “Come thou long expected Jesus” 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer III                                                             BCP of the Church of Ireland 

The People stand.  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The Celebrant continues 

Father, Lord of all creation, we praise you for your goodness and your love. When we turned 
away you did not reject us. You came to meet us in your Son, welcomed us as your children 
and prepared a table where we might feast with you. 

In Christ you shared our life that we might live in him and he in us. 
He opened wide his arms upon the cross and, with love stronger than death, he made the perfect sacrifice for sin. 

Lord Jesus Christ, our redeemer, on the night before you died you came to table with your 
friends. Taking bread, you gave thanks, broke it and gave it to them saying, Take, eat: this is my 
body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 
Lord Jesus, we bless you: you are the bread of life. 

At the end of supper you took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins; do this in remembrance of me. 
Lord Jesus, we bless you: you are the true vine. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ: 
Dying, you destroyed our death, rising, you restored our life; Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

Holy Spirit, giver of life, come upon us now; may this bread and wine be to us the body and 
blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
As we eat and drink these holy gifts make us, who know our need of grace, one in Christ, our risen Lord. 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Blessed Trinity: with your whole Church throughout the world we 
offer you this sacrifice of thanks and praise and lift our voice to join the song of heaven, for 
ever praising you and singing: 
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Thanks be to you, our God, for your gift beyond words. 
Amen. Amen. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Celebrant and people 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
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The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 

Celebrant The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
People  We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

The Celebrant continues 

Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, and his 
blood which he shed for you. Remember that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 

Please join us at God’s table.  

All baptized people are welcome to receive communion. Everyone is welcome to come to the altar for a blessing.  If you would like a blessing, please fold 
your arms across your chest. You are also invited to receive prayers and anointing with holy oil in one of our transept chapels (Ascension to 

the south, and Holy Communion to the north) where anointers wait to pray with you. 

Music at Communion 

Celebration Hymnal 612             “In This Very Room” 
Celebration Hymnal 219             “Surely the Presence” 

Invitation to Parents and their Children 

There are no Sunday school classes today. All children and parents are invited to make Advent Wreaths together 
in Burwell Court and the Bishop’s Garden after the service. 

The Postcommunion Prayer  

The Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

The Celebrant and People say together 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing 

May Almighty God watch over you who wait for Christ to come again, you who long to see His 
face. And may the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be among you and 
remain with you always. Amen. 

In Procession, Celebration Hymnal 240  “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 

The Dismissal 

 Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God.  

+  +  + 

The flowers in Cummings Chapel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Ruth and Charles Gunter, 
Sr. and the flowers at the High Altar are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Margaret and Donald 

Farshing, Sr. and Peggy (Peachy) Farshing by Donald Farshing. 
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SERMON NOTES  
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 YOU’RE INVITED… 
Please join us for some Christmas cheer and get a 
jump start on your Christmas shopping at our 
brand new gift shop and bookstore right across 
the street from the Cathedral.  The gift shop and 
bookstore is chock-full of unique and wonderful 
gifts for all ages.  Fabulous jewelry, light up nativi- ty 
sets, chocolate advent calendars, prayer bracelets, 
wooden nativity sets, books, artwork, notecards 
and a magnificent collection of angels will help 
you cross those names off your Christmas shop-
ping list in no time.   

We’ll be serving holiday refreshments and provid-
ing complimentary gift wrap for your purchases.  
Best of all, you’ll receive a 10% discount on your purchase when you mention “Love at the Core” 
and a portion of all of our proceeds benefit Family Promise of Jacksonville.  Let’s go shopping! 

 

    
CALL FOR VESTRY AND CONVENTION DELEGATE NOMINATIONS  
The Vestry Nominating Committee will nominate candidates for vacancies on the Vestry as well as 
Delegates to the Diocesan Convention. The election for those positions will be conducted at the 
Parish Annual Meeting on February 3, 2019. Parish members are encouraged to submit the names 
of nominees to Nicole Andress: nandress@jaxcathedral.org. You must obtain the permission of 
your nominee before submitting his or her name to the Nominating Committee. Nominations 
must be submitted by December 15, 2018. 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR VESTRY MEMBERS (4 to be elected):  A Vestry nominee 1) must be a 
communicant of St. John's Cathedral in good standing for a period of at least 12 months prior to 
election; 2) if a nominee has served two full terms (for a total of six years), there must be a two-year 
break before he or she may be nominated again; 3) must be actively involved in the ministries of 
the Parish; 4) must be willing to accept active leadership, including responsibility for decision mak-
ing that represents the entire Parish; 5) must, if called upon, serve on the boards of affiliated corpo-
rations of the Cathedral; 6) must be willing to invest the time necessary in the ministry of leader-
ship, including attendance at worship, Vestry meetings and other scheduled Vestry activities, special 
events, and satellite activities; and 7) must be otherwise eligible. In addition to the above qualifica-
tions contained in the bylaws, the Vestry believes that nominees for service should possess special 
skills, gifts and talents in visionary and strategic thinking, be courageous, and have skills in fiscal 
planning and policy. Finally, the Vestry is seeking members who represent the diverse composition 
of our congregation. 

DIOCESAN CONVENTION DELEGATES (2 to be elected):  The Senior Warden fills one of the 
five delegate positions. The remaining four delegates serve two year terms, with one or two rotating 
off each year. At the 2019 Annual Meeting, we will elect two delegates and two alternates for the 
2019 Diocesan Convention.  
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Season's Blessings 
Advent and Christmas at St. John's Cathedral 

 

 

 Saturday, December 1 

Greening of the Cathedral | 9 a.m. 
Join us to hang wreaths and garland. All are welcome! 

  

Wednesday, December 12 

A Cathedral Christmas Dinner | 5 p.m. 
Join us for this parish-wide holiday celebration of good food and good cheer! Purchase tickets on our 

website under Give or after each service. 
  

Friday, December 21–Saturday December 22 
Youth Lock-In | 6 p.m.–9 a.m. 

Feel the excitement of waiting and watching expectantly during the last days of Advent.  
 

Saturday, December 22 

Pageant Rehearsal | 10 a.m. 

 

Sunday, December 23 
Christmas Pageant | 9 a.m. 

  

Monday, December 24  Christmas Eve 

Family Service | 4 p.m. 
Services with Cathedral Choir | 6 & 11 p.m (incense will be used at 11 p.m.) 

  

Tuesday, December 25  Christmas Day 
Service with Cathedral Choir |10:30 a.m.  

 

Monday, December 31  New Year’s Eve 
The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols |5 p.m.  

A candlelight service of Christmas scripture and traditional carols sung by the Cathedral Choir. 
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ST. JOHN’S CATHEDRAL 
256 East Church Street 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 
(904) 356-5507  -  www.jaxcathedral.org 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.  
and Friday 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Please remember St. John’s Cathedral in your will or trust.   


