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After the resurrection, Jesus appeared numerous times.  He would just pop in from time to time and 
grant them peace, give them some good advice, maybe eat a piece of fish.  
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When we say “Peace be with you,” in our worship, we are greeting each other with the words 
that the Risen Christ used in the Gospel of John when he appeared.  It is a wonderful way of 
saying much more than just hello.  He was basically saying, “Its all going to be ok.”  “Peace be 
with you.”  And he was talking to us as someone who had seen death and returned so he knew what 
he was talking about.  Peace be with you. 

 

So why didn’t Jesus just keep popping in?  Why not meet us face to face from time to time?  We 
wouldn’t expect him regularly, and we certainly couldn’t control his appearances, but wouldn’t it 
change everything if we knew that there was a possibility that he might walk in at any moment?  
Wouldn’t we live our lives differently? Treat one another differently?  If teenagers think that their 
parents might come home any minute, then hopefully they treat one another with greater respect, 
right?  Or at least we hope so. 

But Jesus chose to leave us.  And he chose to leave us in a very public and visual way.  Let’s look at 
the passage from the Book of Acts… 

So when they had come together, they asked him. “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.  But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him out of their sight.  While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white 
robes stood with them.  They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up to heaven? This Jesus, who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you say him go into heaven.” 

        Acts 1:6-11 

Notice that the disciples approach Jesus like children.  They ask him when he is going to make 
everything right.  “Is it time now for you to restore the kingdom?” they ask.  Are you going to fix 
the world now?  They are expecting Jesus to do all the work and to fix the world. 

I think we all just want God to make it all right.  We want God to rescue us from the mess of this 
world.  We want God to save us. And God does save us in the resurrection, God does grant us a 
place in heaven, but God will not clean up the mess that we have made.  It is we humans who fell 
from God’s grace and who made this world what it is.  We fought the wars, we enslaved peoples, we 
used the planet as if it were something we could throw away. We did it.  And God wants us to make 
it better, for our own sake. 

 



I have made a lot of mistakes as a parent. One of my greatest was enabling. I thought that because I 
worked, I had to make up for it by always doing the dishes, washing my kids’ clothes, cleaning the 
house.  It took me years to realize that I was taking an opportunity from them.  My boys needed to 
become men and having a mom cleaning up after them was stunting their growth.  They had to 
clean up after themselves and contribute to the household. It was good for them.  I was robbing 
them of opportunities to grow into the men that God called them to be, loving and caring and 
contributing men. 

 

God does not enable us.  Jesus had to leave.  He had to leave us physically and obviously.  He had to 
say, “Time’s up. You are grown ups now.  It is your job to usher in the kingdom.” 

 

So Jesus is literally, physically, bodily lifted up into heaven.  He doesn’t die but he does leave us. But 
not in the way you think-for his presence comes to us more powerfully than ever before, but only 
after he has left, only after we have the opportunity to grow up. 
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I love the visual image of the disciples, with their mouths open, gazing up to heaven. They 
are lost and don’t know what to do next.  And who comes when we are lost and at a huge 
life’s transition?  Angels.  Angels come. 
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The author of Acts describes these angels as “Two men in white robes.”  I sure wish they could 
have gone into a bit more detail!! But if you want to know more about angels, the book that I have 
written along with Scott Brown, the Art Historian, will be here soon and can fill in a lot of the 
details for you. Suffice it to say that these mysterious beings come when we need to absorb a 
message that is radically different from anything that we have ever contemplated before.  
And these angels often don’t make complete sense to us.  Notice that these two men ask the 
disciples why they are looking up but then they clearly state that Jesus will return in the same way 
that he left, ie, he will descend from heaven.  So they are saying…Why do you look up?  He will 
come from up there…Aren’t they kind of answering their own question? But that’s angels for you. 
They speak in the language of paradox and mystery.  They may confuse us more but they certainly 
get our attention. 
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So it is our job.  It is our job to make the world the kind of place that Jesus would want it to 
be.  We just got our marching orders.  But he had to leave so that we would understand that he is 
not going to do it for us, but he will give us the greatest gift of all time to help us along the way. 

 

One of the hardest parts of being a priest is not being able to fix people’s problems.  In fact, in a 
church as large as this one, I have to learn to do less, not more. I have to teach you to love one 



another, to meet regularly with one another in small gatherings, to share your lives with one another 
and to pray for one another, because I can’t be there for all of you.  There are too many of you and 
it is one of the loneliest parts of this work.  I must let you become the priests and the ministers. I 
must let you love and know and care for each other.   

 

Sometimes I look up on Sunday morning and I feel helpless. I see the couple whose son died of an 
overdose sitting just two rows in front of the couple whose daughter died of bulimia.  And both 
couples are struggling to breathe and I know that they could care for one another in ways that far 
surpass my understanding but I don’t know how to get them to talk to one another.  I invite them to 
a support group with me but none come because it is too painful.  How I wish the church would 
know itself more and care for itself more!  I pray for that. 

In the same way, it fills me with joy to see the man who drives the teenagers to the mountains or the 
woman who cooks soup and brings it to the family with the new baby.  
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When you all realize who you are and the power that you have to minister to one another, it is as if 
the light of Christ explodes into the world.  There is such beauty, such incredible beauty. 

Why do you stand looking up to heaven or just looking at the altar?  The end of our liturgy always 
ends with words to this effect… 
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And now, oh Lord, send us out into the world to do the work that you have given us to do, to 
love and serve you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Church doesn’t happen just here.  This place is a spiritual gas station, a place for inspiration, 
support and strength.  But the work is mostly done out there.  So go and get em, tigers!   Usher in 
the kingdom and invite the lost here.  Don’t just stand there staring!  Go! 

 

Reflection- What is one thing you can do this week to minister to someone who is lost?  Is 
there someone that you can invite to church? 

 


