
 

 

 

 

 

 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS  
December 26, 2021   -  8 & 10 a.m. 

A joyous and warm welcome to our visitors and guests. Please know how happy our Cathedral community is to 
have you worship with us. We’d love to know our guests, so please fill out a visitor card and drop it in the offering 

plate as you leave. Thank you for silencing your cell phone.  
Masks are optional as we are following the most recent CDC guidelines. Your safety is 

important to us.  
  

Voluntary                     Greensleeves   Adapted by R. Vaughan Williams 
                                                                                                      arr. Stanley Roper            

Introit (10 a.m.)                                              A Carol   Roland E. Martin 

Once for a shining hour, heav’n touched earth. 
Hope was born anew, and peace reigned in the world. 

 

Hymn 87 (8 a m. )                  “Hark! the herald angels sing”               Mendelssohn                                                

Hymn 105 (10 a.m.)    “God rest you merry, gentlemen”         God Rest You Merry 
 

                                      THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Celebrant Blessed be our God. 
People     Forever and ever.  Amen. 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Celebrant and the People sing together 

Hymn 87 (10 a.m.)                   “Hark! The herald angels sing”                      Mendelssohn 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.                                                                          

The Celebrant continues 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: 
Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

The People are seated. 

The Lesson                                                                       Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 

Lector  A Reading from the book of Galatians. 

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith 
would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so 
that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer 
subject to a disciplinarian. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his 
Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were 
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because you are 
children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! 
Father!" So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, 
through God. 
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rebelled your love remained steadfast. From them you raised up Jesus our 
Saviour, born of Mary, to be the living bread, in whom all our hungers are 
satisfied. He offered his life for sinners and with a love stronger than death he 
opened wide his arms on the cross.       

On the night before he died, he came to supper with his friends, and taking 
bread, he gave you thanks. He broke it and gave it to them, saying: Take, eat: 
this is my body which is given for you. 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me. 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
The Celebrant and People sing, 

 

 

 

The Celebrant continues 

Father, we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross; 
we remember his dying and rising in glory, and we rejoice that he intercedes for 
us at your right hand. Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you these 
gifts of your creation; may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, form us into the likeness 
of Christ, and build us into a living temple to your glory. Remember Lord your 
Church in every land. Reveal her unity, guard her faith, and preserve her in 
peace. Bring us at the last with John and all the saints to the vision of that 
eternal splendor for which you have created us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
by him, with him, and in him, with all who stand before you in earth and 
heaven, we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 

The Celebrant and People say 

Blessing and honor and glory and power be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant continues 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept.                                                                          
Fraction Anthem                    

 

 

 

   

The Celebrant continues 

The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Please join us at God’s table. 

Music at Communion  

Organ                  Prelude on In dulci jubilo                      Paul Manz 
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Hymn 115                     “What child is this?”     Greensleeves 

Carol                 Jesus Christ the Apple Tree Elizabeth Poston 

The Postcommunion Prayer 

After Communion the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People                                                    

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in 
peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 

Hymn 100                   “Joy to the world!  The Lord is come”                    Antioch 

The Dismissal 

People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Voluntary                                 I Saw Three Ships                        Richard Elliott 

 +++ 

The flowers at the High Altar are given to the Glory of God  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music and lyrics printed in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
738926. All rights reserved. 
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The tree of life 

my soul hath 

seen, 

Laden with 

fruit and always 

green: 

The trees of 

nature fruitless 

be 

Compared with 

Christ the apple 

tree. 

His beauty doth 

all things excel: 

By faith I 

know, but ne'er 

can tell 

The glory 

which I now 

can see 

In Jesus Christ 

the apple tree. 

For happiness I 

long have 

sought, 

And pleasure 

dearly I have 

bought: 

I missed of all; 

but now I see 

'Tis found in 

Christ the apple 

tree 

I'm weary with 

my former toil, 

Here I will sit 

and rest awhile: 

Under the 

shadow I will 

be, 

Of Jesus Christ 

the apple tree. 

This fruit doth 

make my soul 

to thrive, 

It keeps my 

dying faith 

alive; 

Which makes 

my soul in haste 

to be 

With Jesus 

Christ the apple 

tree. 

What child is this, who, laid to rest,  

on Mary's lap is sleeping?  

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,  

while shepherds watch are keeping? Refrain 

Refrain: 

This, this is Christ the King,  

whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  

haste, haste to bring him laud,  

the babe, the son of Mary.  

Why lies he in such mean estate  

where ox and ass are feeding?  

Good Christians, fear: for sinners here  

the silent Word is pleading. Refrain 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh,  

come, peasant, king, to own him;  

the King of kings salvation brings,  

let loving hearts enthrone him. Refrain 



 

Lector   The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

A period of silence for reflection follows the reading. 

The Psalm is read in unison. 

Psalm 147:13-21 

13 Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; * 
praise your God, O Zion; 

14 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; * 
he has blessed your children within you. 

15 He has established peace on your borders; * 
he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

16 He sends out his command to the earth, * 
and his word runs very swiftly. 

17 He gives snow like wool; * 
he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 

18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; * 
who can stand against his cold? 

19 He sends forth his word and melts them; * 
he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 

20 He declares his word to Jacob, * 
his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 

21 He has not done so to any other nation; * 
to them he has not revealed his judgments. 
Hallelujah! 

A period of silence for reflection follows the reading. 

The People stand. 

Hymn 107 (10 a.m.)                “Good Christian friends rejoice”               In dulci jubilo 
Stanzas 1&2 before the Gospel and St. 3 after  

The Gospel                                                                                    John 1:1-18 

Gospeler   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 
into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness 
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not 
the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 
did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will 
of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him 
and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks 
ahead of me because he was before me.'") From his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only 
Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known. 
Gospeler    The Gospel of the Lord. 
People        Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
The People are seated. 
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The Sermon                                             The Reverend Gerald G. Alexander  
A period of silence for reflection follows the sermon.                                                                                
 

The People stand. 

The Nicene Creed 
The Celebrant and People say 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of 
the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;         
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People  
In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud. 

 We pray for God’s people throughout the world.  For all who suffer from the 
coronavirus and its effects. For the sick, the hungry and those who have no 
home. Pray for all those in need, especially those affected by tornadoes in 
Kentucky. 

 Silence 

 We pray for the city of Jacksonville and for this Cathedral district here in the 
heart of the urban core.  Pray that we may bring new life to downtown 
Jacksonville and serve those in need. 

 Silence 

 We pray for the nations of the earth, especially Afghanistan, Belarus, Haiti, 
Somalia,  and all nations torn by war, injustice and oppression.  Pray for peace. 

 Silence 

 We pray for this beautiful earth that You have given us. Pray that we may 
cherish and care for this planet. 

 Silence 

We pray for all who have died, that they may be welcomed into your loving 
embrace.  Pray for those we love but see no   longer. 

 Silence 

  Praise God for the gift of Christ’s birth, for the gift of our lives and for all the 
people we love. 

  Silence 

The Celebrant concludes with a prayer.   
 

The Confession of Sin 
The People kneel.  The Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Celebrant and People                   

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.                                                               
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves.   
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We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
The Celebrant continues 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen.                
The Peace 
The People stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
The Clergy and People greet each other in the name of the Lord. 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Representatives of the congregation bring forward the People's offerings of money, and other gifts. You may also 
text jaxcathedral $(amount) to 73256. The People stand when the offerings are brought forward and placed on 

the Altar. 

The Offertory                              The Cradle   Bryan Kelly 
 

Hymn 380                 “Praise God from whose all blessings flow”   Old 100th 

The Great Thanksgiving, from the Prayer Book of the Church of England 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Celebrant continues                               

Blessed are you, Lord God, our light and our salvation; to you be glory and 
praise for ever!  
From the beginning you have created all things and all your works echo the 
silent music of your praise. In the fullness of time you made us in your image, 
the crown of all creation. 
 
You give us breath and speech that with angels and archangels and all the 
powers of heaven we may find a voice to sing your praise:                                                                             

The Celebrant and People sing                             Hymnal S-124                               David Hurd  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.                                        
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.     

 The People stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues 

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord! As a mother tenderly gathers 
her children you embraced a people as your own. When they turned away and 

He smiles within his cra-

dle, 

A babe with face so bright 

It beams most like a mir-

ror 

Against a blaze of light: 

This babe so burning 

bright. 

And who would rock the 

cradle 

Wherein this infant lies, 

Must rock with easy mo-

tion 

And watch with humble 

eyes, 

Like Mary pure and wise. 

O Jesus, dearest babe of all 

And Dearest babe of mine, 

Thy love is great, thy limbs 

are small. 

O, flood this heart of mine 

With overflow from thine! 


