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THEREFORE, SINCE WE ARE 
SURROUNDED BY SO GREAT A 

CLOUD OF WITNESSES, LET 
US ALSO LAY ASIDE EVERY 

WEIGHT AND THE SIN THAT 
CLINGS SO CLOSELY, AND LET 
US RUN WITH PERSEVERANCE 

THE RACE THAT IS SET 
BEFORE US… 

HEBREWS 12. 1

A Great Cloud of  Witnesses is a book 
which can be used as a tool for learning 
about the history of  the Church and 
identifying those who have inspired and 
challenged us from the time of  the New 
Testament to the present. 

As Christians we are part of  the 
communion of  saints, a great cloud of  
witnesses who have lived lives that 
proclaim the Jesus that they know and 
love. 



EACH ENTRY INCLUDES:
A BIOGRAPHICAL NARRATIVE OF THE PERSON , 

A DEVOTIONAL COLLECT ,
AND IN SOME CASES 
SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES APPROPRIATE TO BE USED FOR EUCHARIST. 

James Weldon Johnson, Pauli Murray

Jonathan Myrick Daniels

Harriet Bedell

Oscar Romero

Frederick Douglass

Albert Schweitzer

Martin Luther King Jr.

Mary Bethune Cookman

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Amelia Bloomer, Sojourner Truth, Harriet 
Ross Tubman

Frances Perkins



JAMES WELDON JOHNSON
1871 - 1938

https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2020/09/us/li
ft-every-voice-and-sing-trnd/

https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2020/09/us/lift-every-voice-and-sing-trnd/




GOD’S TROMBONES

¡ A book of seven poems published in 1927 
patterned after African American traditional 
religious oratory.

¡ The trombones exemplify the voice of the folk 
preacher style Johnson thought had been 
forgotten and needed to be restored

¡ The seven poems range from The Creation to 
The Prodigal Son to Judgment Day

¡ We will listen now to a rendition of The 
Creation. 



GOD’S 
TROMBONES

https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=d2nOk-50kXE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d2nOk-50kXE


JAMES 
WELDON 
JOHNSON

PARK



ANNA PAULINE “PAULI” MURRAY

1910 - 1985



HTTPS://WWW.PAULIMURRAYCENTER.COM

American civil rights activist who became 
a lawyer, a women's rights activist, 
Episcopal priest, and author.
Rosalind Rosenberg, author of Jane Crow: 
The Life of  Pauli Murray, categorized 
Murray as a transgender man. When asked 
about her understanding of  Murray's 
gender in a 2017 interview with the 
African American Intellectual History 
Society, Rosenberg states, 
"(During Pauli's early life) These were 
years when the term transgender did not 
exist and there was no social movement to 
support or help make sense of  the trans 
experience. Murray’s papers helped me to 
understand how her struggle with gender 
identity shaped her life as a civil rights 
pioneer, legal scholar, and feminist."[

https://www.paulimurraycenter.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transgender_man
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pauli_Murray%23cite_note-75


WHY WAS PAULI MURRAY 
PROUD OF HER SHOES?

Pauli Murray had a strong, if  complicated, sense of  family. She 
lived with her Aunt Pauline in Durham, North Carolina, at the 
home of  her maternal grandparents, Cornelia and Robert 
Fitzgerald. 

Cornelia was born in bondage; her mother was a part-Cherokee 
slave named Harriet, her father the owner’s son and Harriet’s 
frequent rapist. 

Robert her grandfather, by contrast, was raised in Pennsylvania, 
attended anti-slavery meetings with Harriet Tubman and 
Frederick Douglass, and fought for the Union in the Civil War. 

Together, they formed part of  a large and close-knit family 
whose members ranged from Episcopalians to Quakers, 
impoverished to wealthy, fair-skinned and blue-eyed to dark-
skinned and curly-haired. When they all got together, Murray 
wrote, it looked “like a United Nations in miniature.”



SPRING OF 1977
CHAPEL OF THE 

CROSS
CHAPEL HILL, 

NORTH 
CAROLINA

The Rev. Dr. Murray was raised by her grandparents in 
nearby Durham, N.C., and had a strong connection to 
the Chapel of the Cross. Her grandmother had been 
baptized at Chapel of the Cross while she was still 
under slavery, and when Pauli and her siblings were 
children they were brought to services by their white 
paternal grandmother and made to sit up in the 
balcony. 

After becoming ordained, Rev. Dr. Murray offered her 
first communion in the chapel – acting as the first 
woman to celebrate the Eucharist at Chapel of the 
Cross and in the state of North Carolina. 

I was at that service, living in Chapel Hill as a young 
newly married woman, and I had no idea what history I 
was witnessing. 



WORDS FROM BISHOP PETER LEE 
RECTOR OF CHAPEL OF THE CROSS AT THE TIME 

OF THE REV. DR. MURRAY’S CELEBRATION OF THE 
EUCHARIST

“I remember the liturgy when the late Pauli Murray, the 
first black woman ever ordained in the Episcopal Church, 
celebrated her first Eucharist in the old chapel where her 
grandmother, a slave, had been baptized as the parish 
records show. Dr. Murray read the gospel from a tattered 
Bible her grandmother had given her, and it rested on the 
lectern given in memory of  the slave holder who brought 
her grandmother to baptism. That liturgy represented the 
liberating power of  God to break down barriers of  
human fear and prejudice across race and class and 
gender. And the Chapel of  the Cross has been a place 
where barriers have been broken across the generations --
often painfully, often slowly, but broken in the name of  
Christ who broke the bonds of  death and sin for us.”



FORMER PRESIDING BISHOP 
KATHRYN JEFFORDS SCHORI’S
COMMENTS ABOUT THE REV. 

DR. MURRAY

https://thechapelofthecross.org/
wp-
content/uploads/2013/08/Pauli-
Murray-30th-Anniv-Sermon-
Schori.pdf

https://thechapelofthecross.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/Pauli-Murray-30th-Anniv-Sermon-Schori.pdf


FINAL WORDS 
FROM AND ABOUT

THIS HOLY WOMAN AND HOLY MAN



JONATHAN MYRICK DANIELS
SEMINARIAN AND CIVIL RIGHTS HERO

Next week we will hear about

Jonathan Myrick Daniels 

from 

the Rev. Dr. Linda Privitera. 


