
The Eve of the Nativity

December 24, 2022 | 2 p.m.
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T H E  H O L Y  E U C H A R I S T

Hymn                                                                  Hymnal 1982, No. 83, St.1-3
O come all ye Faithful 
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T H E  W O R D  O F  T H E  L O R D
Celebrant	� Blessed be our God. 

People	 Forever and ever. Amen.

All	� Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no  
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.

People	 And also with you.

Celebrant	 Let us pray.

Silence.

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth  of your only Son Jesus  
Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure 
confidence  behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and  reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People	 Amen.

Please be seated.

The First Reading 								         Luke 1:26-31, 38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.” Then Mary said, “Here 
am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the 
angel departed from her.
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Hymn                                                               Hymnal 1982, No. 265, St. 1-2 

The Second Reading                                                                            	Luke 2:1-5 

A decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was       
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called      
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. 
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Hymn				        Hymnal 1982, No.79, St. 1

The Third Reading								           Luke 2:6-7, 16  

While Joseph and Mary were in Bethlehem, the time came for her to deliver her 
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  
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Hymn                                                                   Hymnal 1982, No.101, St.1

The Fourth Reading	                                                                                  Luke 2:8-14 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” After the angels had left, the shepherds said to 
each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see what the Lord has told us about.  They 
went with haste and found Mary, Joseph, and the baby in the manger. 



Hymn				      Hymnal 1982, No. 94, St.1-3

 

The Fifth Reading					                            Luke 2:17-20 

After seeing the baby, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the 
angels had said to them about this child.  All who heard the shepherds’ story were 
astonished, but Mary kept all these things in her heart and thought about them often.  
The shepherds went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen.  It was just as the angels had told them.
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Hymn									             	      Hymnal 1982, No.99

Homily										          The Rev. Mark Anderson 
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The Holy Communion 

Celebrant 	 The Lord be with you. 

People	 And also with you. 

Celebrant	 Lift up your hearts. 

People	 We lift them up to you. 

Celebrant	 Let us give thanks to the Lord. 

People	 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant 	 In the beginning, God made the whole world and everything in it.  God made us, too.  	
	 Because God loves us, God lets us make our own choices.  Sometimes, we make bad 	
	 choices that hurt us or other people.  And then God is like a strong mother, or gentle 	
	 father who comes close to us and helps us.  

	 God also came close to our parents and grandparents and great-grandparents and       
	 everyone back to the beginning of time. 

	 God saw all the bad choices that people made.  So, God visited us in a very special
	 way, to show us again how to love each other.  God came to us in the form of a baby
	 named Jesus.

	 Jesus included all people as his friends and told us to do the same. Some people didn’t
	 want to change, and they became angry.  They wanted to hurt Jesus; they even wanted
	 to kill him. So, Jesus gathered all his friends for a special meal. 

	 On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he
	 had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat;
	 This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

	 As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he
	 gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
	 Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  
	 Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

	� Loving God, remembering now the suffering and death and proclaiming the            
resurrection and ascension of Jesus our Redeemer, we bring you these gifts. 
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	� Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for us, your people, the Body and Blood of 
Christ. And send your Holy Spirit upon us, and fill us with your life and goodness. 

	� Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all  
honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.

All	  Amen! Amen! Amen! 

Celebrant	 Now let’s say together the prayer that Jesus taught us. 

All	 �Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant	 When we eat and drink this holy food, it’s not only food for our hungry bodies.  It’s 		
	 food for our hungry and tired hearts.  And when we eat and drink it, we remember 		
	 Jesus, and how he loves us and wants us to love each other. 

Postcommunion Prayer 

Celebrant	 Now, let’s thank God for this sign of his love and presence, and for giving us this 
	 community and this family. 

All 	 We thank you for sending Jesus, your son, to live with us and for making us a part of 		
	 your family. 

Blessing 
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Hymn                                                                                              Hymnal 1982, No. 100

 

Dismissal 
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O U R  C L E R G Y

The Very Rev. Kate Moorehead Carroll 
Dean 

deankate@jaxcathedral.org

The  Rev. Mark S. Anderson 
Subdean 

manderson@jaxcathedral.org

The Rev. Gee Alexander 
Associate Priest for Pastoral Care 

galexander@jaxcathedral.org

The Rev. Eric Kahl 
Director of the Center for Prayer and Spirituality 

ekahl@jaxcathedral.org

The Rev. Saundra Kidd 
Deacon for Pastoral Care and Outreach

saundra@jaxcathedral.org

The Rev. Linda Rosengren 
Deacon for Children and Families 

lrosengren@jaxcathedral.org

L O V E  A T  T H E  C O R E
Love at the Core is our motto; it refers to the heart of our ministry and mission. For nearly 200 
years, St. John’s Cathedral has been in the forefront of spiritual leadership and community service in 
Jacksonville’s Urban Core. Many ministries to care for children and the elderly and to promote the 
arts, education and healthcare started here, including Aging True, The Episcopal School of Jack-
sonville, Cathedral Care, Cathedral Arts Project, The Cathedral School and Cathedral District-Jax.
These ministries are now thriving nonprofit organizations serving the downtown and beyond. 
Today we continue to move forward with Love at the Core. We invite you to join us. 
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M E R R Y  C H R I S T M A S
Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem is over…our Savior is born and lies in a manger.   
The shepherds have listened to the angel and hurried to see the babe in swaddling cloths.   

The Wise Men travel on, led by a star.   
Two ways to meet our Lord—drop everything and believe 

or with quiet study and longing, find the way.   
The journey to Bethlehem is complete, but the story is only beginning...  

For Visitors and Newcomers
Welcome! We’re glad you’ve joined us today. 
To learn more about membership, baptism, 
confirmation or to receive emails about 
upcoming events, fill out a connection card 
found in the pew and hand it to an usher or 
clergy. Or, visit jaxcathedral.org/welcome and fill 
out a card online.

Hakimian Nursery 
Our nursery is staffed with trained caregivers 
for infants and toddlers up to 3 years old every 
Sunday from 8:45 to 11:15 a.m.

Children And Youth 
Christian formation for ages 4 through 12th 
grade is offered at 10 a.m. If you need help 
finding a classroom, please ask an usher. All ages 
join the 10 a.m. service at the time of The Peace.
 
4 years	  2nd grade, Lower-level Classroom
3rd grade 	  5th grade, Cummings Chapel.
6th grade 	 High School, Undercroft Youth    	
	 Room.

Prayer and Care
Our clergy and lay ministers visit hospitals, bless 
babies born and those that are dying, counsel 
the sick, and offer comfort in any way that we 
can. Call the Church Office anytime and ask for 
Pastoral Care. If you are calling after hours, just 
press 4, and your call will be routed to a mem-
ber of the clergy. You may also choose the prayer 
request option under Contact on our website for 
a quick and confidential response.

Contact Us 
Phone:	 (904) 356-5507
Email:		 info@jaxcathedral.org
Website: 	 jaxcathedral.org
Address: 	 256 E. Church Street 
		  Jacksonville, FL 32202

I N F O R M A T I O N
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S
For the latest news and events at the Cathedral, visit our website (jaxcathedral.org) and follow us 
on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter (@jaxcathedral). On the website, you may subscribe to our 
e-newsletter, the Eagle.

Sunday Schedule 
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Cathedral
9 a.m. Adult Formation Zoom* and In-person
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Cathedral
10 a.m. Formation for Children & Youth ages 3 – 18
1 p.m. Church Without Walls, Dean’s Garden
 
On Christmas morning, Sunday, December 25, we will have services at 8 & 10 a.m. The Cooking 
Ministry is preparing a delicious and festive breakfast for all. Plan to stay after the worship service for 
an extra-special coffee hour featuring breakfast casseroles and some holiday-themed cheesecake.  
We will not hold formation classes online or in-person for adults or children on Christmas Day.
Formation for all ages will resume January 8.

Weekday Worship 
Daily at 6 a.m.  
Dean Kate’s Morning Devotion on YouTube*  
 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m.  
Compline on Facebook Live*  

Tuesday and Thursday at 7 a.m.  
Morning Prayer on Zoom 

Thursday at 9 a.m.  
Centering Prayer Circle in Cummings Chapel 

Wednesday at 12:10 p.m.  
Healing Eucharist in Cummings Chapel 

Weekday Formation
Tuesday, 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
Day Art Class in The Painting Place 
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Wednesday at 11 a.m.  
Growing Through the Word in Busey
Conference Room and on Zoom* 

Wednesday at 6 p.m.   
Yoga in Cummings Chapel 

Wednesday, 6 to 8: 30 p.m.
Art Class in The Painting Place 

Friday at 9 a.m.  
Reading Between the Lines Bible Study on 
Zoom*

*Please see our website page Weekly Classes and 
Worship under Learn 
for Zoom links and access to online classes.  
Or use the QR code to the below.

Christmas Day Services
Sunday, December 25  | 8 & 10 a.m. 
Christmas Day Breakfast by the Baking Minis-
try after each service.

Festival of Nine Lessons and 
Carols
Saturday, December 31 | 5 p.m. 
An annual tradition at St. John’s Cathedral, the 
Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols has been vot-
ed one of the top things to do on New Year’s Eve 
in Jacksonville. A reception will follow.

New Year’s Day Potluck Lunch
Sunday, January 1 | 11 a.m.
The church will provide ham. Please bring 
black-eyedpeas, cornbread, collard greens or a 
dessert to complete our New Year’s meal. 

Baptism of our Lord 
Sunday, January 8 | 8 & 10 a.m. 
Thank you to the Corey Family for sponsoring 
Coffee Hour in honor of Thomas Corey, Jr.

Contemplative Epiphany  
Eucharist
Sunday, January 8 | 5 p.m. 
Cathedral Nave

Martin Luther King Brunch 
Saturday, January 14 | 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Taliaferro Hall. Please call (904) 354-1053 to 
reserve your seat by January 6, 2023

Quiet Garden Morning 
Who is my Neighbor?
Saturday, January 14 | 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Cummings Chapel and the Cathedral Grounds
How does our understanding of neighbor 
shape our prayers and actions? Participants 
are encouraged make a reservation (see above)
to join the MLK Brunch immediately following. 

Exploring Hogan’s Creek with 
Groundwork Jax 
Saturday, January 21 | 9:30 a.m. to Noon
Kay Ehas, CEO of Groundwork Jacksonville, 
the City of Jacksonville’s nonprofit partner in 
creating the 30-mile Emerald Trail and restoring 
McCoys Creek and Hogans Creek, will talk to us 
about the current status of the restoration effort. 
We will walk from St. John’s Cathedral to Ho-
gans Creek to get a first-hand look at the creek’s 
current condition.
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Christmas Flowers Given to the Glory of God and in Loving Memory of...

Charles & Marilyn Lewis
Douglas V. Maurer
Don Neifert
Joan Smith
John Rentz
Amy Caroline Purcell
Lino Vivian
Harry Philipps
Richard Bush
Melvin & Fay Doiron
Eugene & Joyce Schrader
Martin Marin
Lottie Stewart
Tanner Bailey
Earl Browne
O.E. & Margaret Harrell
James Harrell
Arthur & Emily McKnight

Nancy Clarke Mason
Harry Mason
Judge Bruce M. Kaplan
Lillian & William Armsby
Tom Burrell
David Burrell
Jennifer Stadt
Bert J. Pittman, Jr.
Edith & Clarence Osborn
Robert Vorpe
Sam Covington
Ann Campbell Bryan
Jim McAvity 
Dorothy Cook
Thomas S. Corey, Jr.
Michael Stephen Sullivan

Christmas Flowers Given to the Glory of God and in Thanksgiving for....
The Lewis-Tubre family
Susan Woods
Megan Cochran
Philip Anderson
Michael, Jennifer and Matthew Purcell
Leslie, Roger & Margo Clark
Laura, Kenny, Savannah & James Kwaak
St. John’s Cathedral Clergy
Our children & grandchildren
Ana Maria, Pedro, Luz & Isabel
Lorraine L. Corey and family


